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Date:		3/23/2026
To:	 	Board of County Commissioners
Through:	County Manager’s Office
From:	 	Colton Rohloff, County Manager
Subject: 	Consideration of Letter of Support for Pedestrian Bridge Across I-70 at Exit 240. 


RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the attached Letter of Support for the City of Idaho Springs’ Community Project Funding request for the pedestrian bridge project at Exit 240 along Interstate 70.
BACKGROUND
The City of Idaho Springs is pursuing federal Community Project Funding to support construction of a pedestrian bridge at Exit 240 along Interstate 70. This project is part of a broader effort to improve multimodal connectivity and safety within the community and along the I-70 corridor.
The proposed bridge would provide a direct connection between downtown Idaho Springs and key destinations located south of the interstate, including an elementary school, childcare services, and planned senior housing. Currently, Interstate 70 acts as a significant barrier, limiting safe pedestrian access and requiring reliance on vehicle travel or unsafe crossings.
Clear Creek County has been asked to provide a formal letter of support to strengthen the City’s federal funding application.
ANALYSIS
The proposed pedestrian bridge aligns with several County priorities, including transportation safety, economic development, and regional coordination along the I-70 corridor.
Key considerations include:
· Public Safety: The project reduces pedestrian exposure to high-speed interstate infrastructure and improves safe access for students, families, and seniors.
· Regional Mobility: The bridge complements the Idaho Springs Mobility Hub Plan, including planned transit improvements such as bus slip lanes and a transit center.
· Economic Impact: Improved connectivity between recreation areas, downtown businesses, and tourism assets supports local economic activity.
· Multimodal Access: The project enhances pedestrian and transit connectivity, reducing reliance on vehicle trips in a high-traffic corridor.
Providing a letter of support does not obligate the County financially but demonstrates regional alignment and partnership, which can strengthen the competitiveness of the funding request.
CONCLUSION
The Idaho Springs pedestrian bridge project represents a strategic investment in safety, connectivity, and economic vitality within Clear Creek County. Approval of the letter of support will assist the City in advancing a project that aligns with County priorities and regional transportation goals.
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