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March 23, 2026

The Honorable Joe Neguse
United States House of Representatives
2400 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Neguse:
On behalf of Clear Creek County, I am writing to express strong support for the City of Idaho Springs’ request for Community Project Funding to advance the pedestrian bridge project at Exit 240 along Interstate 70. This project represents a critical investment in public safety, multimodal connectivity, and long-term community development in Clear Creek County.
The proposed pedestrian bridge will provide a safe and direct connection between downtown Idaho Springs and key community destinations located south of I-70, including an elementary school, childcare services, and future affordable senior housing. The project also directly supports the first phase of the Idaho Springs Mobility Hub Plan for regional transportation improvements at Exit 240 in partnership with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), including the construction of a transit center and bus slip lanes to accommodate Bustang and other regional transit services. Currently, the interstate creates a significant physical barrier, forcing residents and visitors to rely on vehicle trips or navigate high-speed highway infrastructure. This project will meaningfully improve safety for students, families, and seniors while reducing unnecessary vehicle movements.
Idaho Springs serves as a gateway community along one of Colorado’s most heavily traveled mountain corridors. The pedestrian bridge will enhance access between recreation areas along the Clear Creek Greenway Trail, commercial rafting operations, and the historic downtown district. By improving connectivity and keeping visitors safely out of roadway conflicts, the project will support local businesses, strengthen tourism activity, and contribute to the regional economy.
This project supports broader regional transportation goals by improving pedestrian access across a major interstate corridor and directly complementing the Idaho Springs Mobility Hub Plan for transit-related interchange improvements at Exit 240, including a transit center and slip lanes designed to accommodate Bustang and other regional transit services. By providing safe pedestrian connectivity between downtown Idaho Springs on the north side of I-70 and the community facilities on the south side of I-70, the bridge would enable seamless multimodal travel, allowing residents, workers, and visitors to safely access transit at the interchange. This coordinated investment strengthens regional mobility, enhances transit accessibility along the I-70 corridor, and aligns with state and regional transportation planning efforts.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The pedestrian bridge will also play an important role in supporting planned community investments, including future affordable senior housing south of the interstate. By improving access between housing, services, and downtown amenities, the project strengthens long-term community development and helps ensure that residents can safely access essential services and opportunities.[image: ]
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For these reasons, Clear Creek County strongly supports this request and encourages your favorable consideration of funding for this important project. This investment will deliver meaningful safety improvements, enhance connectivity, and provide lasting benefits to residents, businesses, and visitors throughout the region.
Thank you for your leadership and continued support of infrastructure investments that strengthen Colorado communities.
Sincerely,
Clear Creek County Board of County Commissioners
					
________________________________
Rebecca Lloyd, Chair


________________________________
Jodie Hartman-Ball, Commissioner


________________________________
George Marlin, Commissioner
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