Board Agenda Background



Date:		6/6/2022
To:	 	Board of County Commissioners
From:		Brian D. Bosshardt, County Manager	
Subject: 	Countywide Survey of Critical Biological Resources


[bookmark: _Hlk136440954]BACKGROUND
During the Commissioner Update section of the May 16, 2023 regular meeting, Commissioner Wheelock raised the need for a survey of the critical biological resources that exist throughout the County. Commissioner Wheelock shared with the Board that the Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) partners with public, non-profit, and private entities to conduct surveys of critical biological resources for counties and/or watersheds. The county surveys are a primary source of data on Colorado’s biologically significant plants, animals, and natural plant communities. Land managers rely on CNHP's data to make informed decisions about the protection, conservation, and restoration of their natural resources. 

Commissioner Wheelock indicated that Clear Creek County is one of a handful of Front Range and mountain counties lacking this comprehensive survey. Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) has indicated a willingness to fund, via their planning and capacity grant process, awards in the $300,000 range for these types of surveys. An award in that range could fund surveys for both Clear Creek and Gilpin counties. A match of approximately $25,000 would be required.

The Board did have a few comments and questions pertaining to the study and its cost, including wanting to learn how similar in size and even smaller counties afforded to fund their studies. Research into the question showed the majority funded their study via a grant from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Staff continues to research EPA grants and has yet to find one available at this time. That research continues. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this action item is to provide the Board time to further discuss the concept in more detail, identify other needed information that might provide additional insight into the idea and to potentially take action to approve the $25,000 match and direct staff to begin work on the grant.
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