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Mission Statement
The mission of the Clear Creek County Open Space Commission is to preserve and maintain the county’s unique
character and natural environment by protecting our streams, woodlands, meadows, wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, prominent vistas, geologic features and cultural resources to enhance the quality of life for
residents and the enjoyment of the out-of-doors for residents and visitors.

Rafters in the Oxbow Parcel

Management Activities
Peaks to Plains Trail
The Design/Build Team has met biweekly since June. Issues such as CDOT and other needed
permits, trail profiles, rock hazards, and cost considerations have all been addressed. 60%
Plans are now complete and a cost estimate has been developed. Due to the complexity of the
project, OSC has hired a construction manager to assist OSC in the final stages of design and
oversee the construction.
In terms of public outreach, in August, two public open houses were held – one in Golden and
one in Idaho Springs. Both were well attended. Overall, the public was supportive of the project. Fundraising efforts are being pursued. Letters have been sent to El Pomar and Gates
Foundations. A brief discussion was held with Tara Hosick of Climax Molybdenum about funding. Timing of the start of construction will depend on receipt of permits from CDOT, the Army
Corps of Engineers and US Fish and Wildlife Service.
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VOC Volunteers by Tunnel 6 Oxbow

Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC)
OSC has completed three VOC projects this summer. The Tunnel 6 Oxbow project occurred
on July 20th and about 40 people participated in trail building and vegetation clearing at the
Tunnel 6 Oxbow. The trail is much easier to follow and access to the Creek is improved. The
Saddleback Trail project occurred on August 10th. About 40 people turned out to improve the
trail. According to VOC staff, the volunteers had completed 88 log steps, a 12 foot rock wall, 3
water bars, and about 300 feet of general maintenance and corridor clearing. On September
28th, the Rutherford Trail project in Georgetown brought approximately 45 people on a very
cold morning. They constructed rock steps up to the bridge built last summer, cleared about
500 feet of trail including a small wooden bridge through a soggy area, and the construction of
access to the Creek.
OSC submitted an application for four projects in the summer of 2014. Projects included more
work at Tunnel 6 Oxbow , Rutherford Trail, and Saddleback Trail. In addition, the Anna Mining
Claim Loop was submitted. Tunnel 6 Oxbow and the Saddleback Trail were accepted. OSC is
working with VOC to acquire funding and complete planning. In 2014, VOC is charging $3,000
per project for their administrative costs.

Weeds
Larry White, OSC member, has done a number of weed surveys of OSC lands throughout the
summer. Many parcels were in good condition; where he found weeds, he reported his findings
to Ted Brown. Ted Brown and his crew have sprayed the areas to help eliminate the weeds
and prevent them from spreading. These same areas will be revisited next summer as eradication of weeds is an on-going effort.
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Cement House/Cabin
Early in the summer, the OSC investigated the condition of the Cement House located on the
.south bank of Clear Creek downstream from the intersection of US 6 and 40. The building is
on land acquired from the Freis when we purchased the various parcels through the Canyon. It
was found to be full of trash and has a radium mine on its back side. To minimize liability, after
consultation with Bob Loeffler, efforts were undertaken to prevent access to the building. A
large opening in the end of the building was closed and heavy wire mesh was placed over the
windows, both upstairs and downstairs. Additionally, a very secure lock and chain was placed
on the door. Volunteers completed this project using management funds.
OSC has also contacted the Colorado Department of Natural Resources Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety who has agreed to place a door on the mine within the next few years
as a part of the Colorado Inactive Mine Reclamation Program. This will be done at no cost to
OSC. The preparatory work has begun with a historical assessment of the property.
OSC members also investigated the historical background of the property including the cabin
located downstream from the cement house. We are in the process of determining a management approach to these properties.
The cabin has been a problem with transients and criminal activity. OSC is exploring options
which include removing the shutters and doors to make it into a shelter for the Greenway, tearing it down or securing the cabin.

Canyon Cabin West of Tunnel 6
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Community Activities
Throughout the Summer and early Fall, OSC members have worked with several community
entities this summer. These included:
The Boy Scouts, as a part of an Eagle Scout project, worked on clearing the
Rutherford Trail.
Clear Creek County 4H Outdoor Activities Day which based its efforts out of the
Silverdale Parking lot offered students opportunities to learn about native plants,
use of compasses and other outdoor skills.
Clear Creek Watershed Festival in Idaho Springs.

Philadelphia Mill Site Fishing is Fun Project
Plans were finalized and a contractor was selected for this project. We have hired an engineer
to oversee the construction. Permit applications were submitted. It was hoped that construction
would begin before the end of the year but due to weather, the contractor will begin work in
March or April, 2014. Due to weather delay, an extension on the FIF grant was received from
CPW.

Peaks to Plains Signage Project
OSC is working with Jefferson County Open Space and the other jurisdictions along the Peaks
to Plains Trail corridor to develop signage that would be consistent. Similar efforts have been
done along the Platte and Cherry Creek. Jefferson County Open Space had some available
funds to pay a consultant to develop some ideas. The effort recognizes individual jurisdictions
desire to be seen as unique but is aiming to identify some sign elements that would be on all
signs through the trail corridor. For example, a map of the entire trail from start to finish with a
dot indicating where you are along that corridor might be on all signs. Several meetings have
been held. Historical signage will be developed by each jurisdiction as desired. It is anticipated
that the final results will be published and available in early 2014.

Clear Creek Canyon Historic Photo
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Doghouse Bridge at Game Check Station

Game Check Station Trailhead
Open Space staff prepared a Fishing is Fun application for the instream portion of the trailhead
which will restore the stream. A presentation was made in May to a selection committee and
the grant was awarded in late summer. The project was put out for bid as a part of the Twin
Tunnels third package but has been delayed a year due to the decision to complete the West
Bore of the Twin Tunnel project.

Acquisitions
Frei Parcel Purchase
To comply with the Uniform Act, OSC hired Land Services to do the acquisition work of seven
acres at the entrance to the Oxbow property. Land Services successfully negotiated with the
Frei family and prepared an appraisal as a basis for discussions. A temporary construction
easement was granted to the county to allow construction activities to start on the property before the sale was completed.
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Bear Pen Ranch Parcel
OSC with assistance from Bob Loeffler and BOCC spent a lot of time negotiating the purchase
of this key property located at the Hidden Valley exit. CDOT provided the appraisal that was
necessary to complete this acquisition. The closing on this property was held on October 28th.
The BOCC has approved the OSC long term management plan for this parcel..

Canyon Gates Property (Rich)
OSC approached the BOCC about purchasing the Rich parcel, 45 acres in Clear Creek Canyon. Acquisition of this parcel was critical to completing the Peaks to Plains Trail. With BOCC
approval, Land Services was contracted to assist OSC with the purchase. They successfully
negotiated the sale quickly with a closing scheduled in early January 2014.

Kazel Mining Claims
Two claims located on the south side of Clear Creek in Idaho Springs were donated to OSC in
2013. These claims are located adjacent to the bike trail and provide a scenic backdrop. There
was a long term management plan approved by the BOCC in December.

Climbers on Cat Slab at Oxbow Parcel
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Future Activities
Wildfire Mitigation Efforts
Several OSC members are working with MALT and homeowners groups on Floyd Hill to obtain
funding for wildfire mitigation efforts Summer 2014 on the Beaver Brook Watershed property
still under OSC management. OSC selected this area because of the wildland-urban interface
(WUI) focus of the grants and the local community’s prior effort to complete mitigation planning.

Silverdale/Waldorf Recreation Area
With the acquisition of the Sterett and Oakley Claims as well as management responsibilities
for the former BLM lands at the junction of Guanella Pass and Waldorf Roads, the OSC is
planning to seek a $40,000 planning grant from GOCO to identify options for managing recreation use. The area is currently heavily used for dispersed camping and resource damage is
visible.
Since this area is managed by HDPLC, this grant application will be submitted with their support. In order to prepare the best grant application possible, submission was delayed until
March 2014.

Arrastra Mill Site
Through the years, the fence on Open Space property along Mill Creek Road has been damaged during the winter months. OSC in consultation with the Mill Creek Historical Society and
an adjacent land owner have decided to replace the existing wire fence with something more
substantial. Meetings will be held in the Spring 2014 with concerned parties to determine the
best design for this project.

Geneva Basin Iron Fen
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