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Mission Statement
The mission of the Clear Creek County Open Space Commission is to preserve and maintain the county’s
unique character and natural environment by protecting our streams, woodlands, meadows, wildlife
habitat, recreational opportunities, prominent vistas, geologic features and cultural resources to enhance the quality of life for residents and the enjoyment of the out-of-doors for residents and visitors.

Major Grants
River Corridor Initiative – 2012 was a busy grant writing year for the OSC. Great Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO) initiated a large grant opportunity late in 2011 with funds to be awarded in
2012. The GOCO River Corridor Initiative was done in response to GOCO’s Strategic Planning
effort which identified protection of river corridors as a key area of focus. GOCO received 78
concept papers for proposed projects. After reviewing the concept papers, GOCO approached
both Clear Creek County and Jefferson County to consider submitting a joint application as it
was thought that the resulting project would be of “statewide significance.” Both counties
agreed and were among the 17 projects chosen to submit full applications. The joint application
proposed the construction of a recreation trail/Greenway trail in Clear Creek Canyon; the Project
is called Peak to Plains Trail: Clear Creek Canyon Phase. The proposed trail would follow Clear
Creek from a point east of Mayhem Gulch in Jefferson County through the Oxbow Parcel in
Clear Creek County to the east side of Tunnel 6. The project will build 6 miles of trail, 3 bridges,
a parking lot, restrooms, and a number of creek access points. Clear Creek County asked
GOCO for $4.5 million with a $1.5 million match. Jefferson County asked for $4 million with a $5
million match. After submitting the application, Jeffco and OSC staff made a presentation to
GOCO Board members, staff and peer reviewers on April 9th which was well received. GOCO
Board members and staff were also taken on a 4 hour site visit of the proposed project.
On June 19th, the joint application with Jeffco was awarded GOCO funds for Clear Creek Canyon Phase 1 of the Peaks to Plains Trail. Award of the grants was announced at a press conference in Denver by Governor Hickenlooper. We received funding for the 63% scenario which for
Clear Creek County includes the construction of the Greenway trail from the Jeffco County Line
to the western entrance to the Oxbow Parcel, restrooms, and a small parking lot. It is anticipated
that the majority of construction will occur in 2014. It must be completed by June 2015. Next
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steps include fundraising for the $1.1 million match. OSC is working with Jefferson County Open
Space on the Request for Proposals to maximize efficiencies and cost savings. Each County
will have its own contract, but the project is being bid as a “single” project.
Hidden Valley to Jefferson County Line Schematic Design Planning Grant – In December
2011, OSC was notified by GOCO that we had been awarded a $75,000 Planning Grant Application for funds to prepare schematic design drawings for Clear Creek Canyon to Twin Tunnels
portion of the Clear Creek Greenway. This project would determine the trail location, prepare 15
percent conceptual drawings, and calculate firm cost estimates. It was done quickly to allow the
resulting reports and plans to be used in the development of the River Corridor grant application. Loris and Associates were selected to prepare the schematic designs.
As an additional task on this project, Loris and Associates responded quickly to the County’s
request to explore an alternative trail route that would follow Clear Creek around the Hidden
Valley Oxbow. The feasibility of taking the Greenway around the Hidden Valley Oxbow was
needed to determine design alternatives for County Road 314 which was moving quickly in
preparation for the Twin Tunnels Project. They found a possible alternative that will be used in
discussions with CDOT.
A small portion of the Schematic Design Project is being used in the River Corridor Project. The
remainder – from Tunnel 6 to Hidden Valley – will enable OSC to move quickly on future funding
opportunities as we will have trail location, trail type, and cost estimates.

Land Acquisitions
Frei Parcels Acquisition – After a very long process and much assistance from the County Attorney Bob Loeffler, the purchase of key parcels along Clear Creek Canyon was completed on
February 29th. 54 acres were purchased from the Freis. These parcels are critical to making the
Greenway a reality through the Canyon. These parcels provide the public immediate access to
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Clear Creek. Several of the parcels are crossed by the old railroad grade which allows easy access.
Guanella Pass Road/Silverdale Area – With the acquisition of the Sterett and Oakley Claims
as well as management responsibilities for the former BLM lands at the junction of Guanella
Pass and Waldorf Roads, the OSC now owns and manages 193 acres in the area. Some of the
claims are visible from Georgetown and protect the viewshed. Others in this area are currently
used for dispersed recreation and camping.
Transfer of County Lands to Open Space Management - Through 2012, three resolutions
were approved by the BOCC giving OSC the management of County Lands (former BLM parcels) in various locations around the County. As the County Lands Program has a May 2015
deadline, it seemed timely to review the current County Lands holdings and transfer those which
clearly should be managed by Open Space. The first transfer occurred following the completion
of the Frei purchase which included the transfer (?) by the Freis of the unpatented claims on the
County Lands on the ridge between Floyd Hill and US6 and Clear Creek to the County. Thus,
with the unpatented claims questions resolved, in March, the BOCC granted OSC management
of the 300 plus acres of County Lands located adjacent to the Frei Purchases and Elmgreen
Homestead. Taken together, the OSC now has a large area of lands that protect scenic value
and will allow users to traverse the ridgeline. Combined with the Elmgreen Homestead, the Oxbow Parcel (Tunnel 5) and the former BLM lands on the Canyon Ridge, OSC now manages 430
acres at the east end of the County and has protected a key view shed from the Canyon side
and from I70.
Second, in July, the BOCC granted OSC the management of the assorted County Land parcels
located at the junction of Guanella Pass Road and the Waldorf Road. This area is a patchwork
of ownership with some owned by the Town of Georgetown, some by Historic Georgetown, and
some by the County. All are members of the Historic District Public Lands Commission
(HDPLC) and together they can determine how best to manage the area. With the support of
the other landowners, OSC is planning to apply for a GOCO Planning Grant for a recreation
management plan to identify options.
Third, in November, the BOCC granted management to OSC of 330 acres of County Lands located in several key areas around the County: the Sheepkeep, Waldorf Basin, and Alps Mountain. In all three areas, the OSC already has land. These parcels had been offered to adjacent
landowners and none had shown interest in purchasing the parcels. OSC requested management of these parcels because having management of them would protect key wildlife habitat
and/or view sheds. In some areas, existing public trails cross the parcels.
Donations of Mining Claims- OSC has continued its efforts to identify parcels that individuals
no longer want and may be willing to donate to Open Space. We have also been approached
by landowners who no longer want to retain the parcels and desire to donate them to OSC. Several of these were accepted by the BOCC in 2012. Forty-five acres are in the Sheepkeep and
five acres are across from Georgetown.
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Management of Open Space Lands
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) Project – Oxbow Trail Building -As reported in the
Clear Creek Courant, the Volunteers for Outdoors Colorado (VOC) trail building project in the
Oxbow Parcel was a big success. On June 16th, about 50 volunteers spent the day clearing the
trail of rocks and vegetation, building rock steps down to the Creek, taking apart old fire pits and
building rock walls and benches, and removing weeds and trash along the old railroad bed.
One can now walk the trail with ease. With the construction of the trail, the gate is now propped
open so that users can easily enter the Oxbow Parcel. The project was done with financial support from VOC as the Project was designated as the Mike O’Brien Memorial Project which honors a long time VOC volunteer. OSC provided two portable toilets, transportation to and from
Clear Creek High School, and food for lunch.
Philadelphia Mill Site – OSC received a $102,000 Fishing is Fun grant in 2009 to build three
fishing platforms, restrooms, picnic shelter, parking area, and trails that are ADA compliant.
OSC is matching the Fishing is Fun grant with about $70,000. The project has moved slowly as
we have addressed various design issues including the parking lot surface, stormwater retention
system, and ADA compliance. These have been resolved and at the end of 2012, efforts are
focused on preparation of bid documents and preparing to seek bids.

CDOT Partnership/Old Game Check Station Trailhead -As a byproduct of CDOT’s project to
widen the Twin Tunnels to three lanes, the opportunity exists to develop the Old Game Check
Station into a trailhead on the 35 mile Clear Creek Greenway. As proposed, the trailhead will
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improve access to Clear Creek for anglers and other users. It will also provide parking, picnic
areas, and restrooms. CDOT has committed to include the trailhead improvements as a part of
the Twin Tunnels Widening Project. CDOT is providing matching funds for the project which can
be leveraged to obtain additional funding. Colorado Trout Unlimited and Colorado Parks and
Wildlife are also helping with the Trailhead.
As a part of the Twin Tunnels Project, CDOT has constructed a detour through the Old Game
Check Station which will be used to divert Interstate traffic. Once the Tunnel expansion is concluded, CDOT will remove the detour and enhance the Old Game Check Station to a condition
envisioned by the County’s Old Game Check Station Trailhead and River Restoration Conceptual Plan. This opportunity to build the trailhead and to improve the Creek itself will take advantage of large equipment already mobilized on site as a part of CDOT’s widening project. It is anticipated that the trailhead and the stream enhancement will occur in Spring 2014 as CDOT finishes up their work on the Twin Tunnels Project.
CDOT Twin Tunnels-Frontage Road Project – OSC has been represented by Pete Helseth in
these discussions to determine various aesthetic and design issues that will affect the Greenway through this section. Pete Helseth successfully identified a way to use local rock at a cost
savings to the project while providing a “more” desired finish for the rock walls.
Repair of White Water Park- In September, a number of OSC members met on a Saturday at
the White Water Park to repair the walkway which had been undercut by high water flows in
2011. The currents had removed the stone and soil from under the end of the walkway used by
rafters and kayakers to launch. While still stable this year, the concern was that if left alone, the
Creek would further erode the area and result in a much costlier repair project. While several
people placed grout and stone under the concrete slab, others collected rocks to be used, and
others pulled Chinese Clematis and other weeds from the area. Most of the weeds were in the
area between the Creek and I70. An inventory of the plantings in the rock terraces to see what
survived and identified where new plants are needed was performed.
Geneva Basin Iron Fen – This area is monitored by the Colorado Natural Areas Program. The
site visit during the summer made the following findings:
Generally this area is in excellent condition and appears to have a high level of vegetation recruitment.
A new iron fen was added to the system in August, and a report distributed on the findings.
The USFS 'No Trespassing' sign near the main fen was down and broken as of 8/14/12.
New tire tracks above and below the benches, with no clear indication of how they entered the fen. Although overall impacts have been greatly reduced by the WRV restoration work. Native plants have been successfully re-establishing in the project area.
Grazing at the site by cattle that drifted up from nearby grazing allotments was observed.
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In addition, at the end of April, a Boy Scout Troop from Bailey contacted OSC about visiting the
Fen and possibly doing some volunteer work. Frank Young coordinated with the Troop Leaders
and met them when they hiked into the Fen. Despite cold weather and snow, the Scouts had an
enjoyable time learning about the Fen. The idea of the Troop “adopting’ the Fen and doing ongoing projects in the Fen was discussed and will be pursued. The OSC is pleased that the
Scout Troop is interested and will be able to monitor activities in the Fen.

Noxious Weed Inventory and Control - Continuing the work done in previous seasons, Larry
White surveyed Open Space properties for noxious weeds covered by the Colorado Noxious
Weed Act. Infestations of several weed species were located on the Oxbow, "Little Oxbow",
portions of the Greenway Trail route downstream of the Central City Parkway exit, Philadelphia
Mill Site, Whitewater Park, and Saddleback Mountain Trail. Subsequently, Larry worked with
Ted Brown (County Weed Supervisor) and the County Weed Control Crew and sprayed or hand
dug the weeds. Larry will continue to monitor Open Space properties and coordinate with Ted
Brown for control. It is anticipated that control efforts will take a few seasons to accomplish our
goal to make Open Space Lands weed-free. With Larry’s efforts to identify weeds and much appreciated assistance from Ted Brown and his crew, OSC is making progress in controlling the
weeds on OSC lands.
Rutherford Bridge – OSC provided some money towards the construction of this bridge which
crosses Clear Creek and connects a trail that follows the old wagon road from Georgetown to
Silverdale. This bridge was built by the Town of Georgetown with support from the HDPLC.
Clear Creek Canyon Survey – Work was undertaken to amend the aerial survey of Clear
Creek Canyon to fill in gaps due to shadows in the initial aerial survey. This information is
needed for the development of design and construction drawings for the Greenway through the
Canyon.

7

Conservation Easement Monitoring –On a yearly basis, Open Space properties that have
conservation easements on them are monitored by the holder of the easement to ensure that
the lands are being protected. Historic Georgetown, Mountain Area Land Trust, Clear Creek
Land Conservancy, and Colorado Natural Areas Program each hold conservation easements on
some Open Space parcels. These conservation easements are on the parcels because GOCO
requires a conservation easement on lands purchased as open space and, on other properties,
the seller place a conservation easement on the property prior to sale to ensure that the open
space values are protected. These monitoring efforts were underway all summer. They began
in June with a visit to Geneva Basin Iron Fen where the revegetation efforts from several years
ago continue to thrive and the “old” roads disappeared. Signs of ATV use were found and an
effort was undertaken to determine where they are entering the Fen and to make access more
difficult. The Oxbow Parcel monitoring visit occurred on the same day as the VOC project and
the Clear Creek Land Conservancy evaluators were pleased with the condition of the site and
the trail building effort. Monitoring of the various mining claims in Waldorf Basin and across
from Georgetown was conducted in July and the claims were found to be in good condition. The
monitoring visits for the Beaver Brook Watershed and Elmgreen Homestead were conducted in
early August and no problems were found.

Other
OSC Vacancy- At the end of 2012, there is one opening on the OSC. Andy Clark resigned as
he concluded he was not able to contribute as he wanted. OSC has been using “word of mouth”
method to seek applicants for the vacancy.
Creation of an Open Space 501(c) 3 Organization – Marion Jennings reported that she and
Martha Tableman had met with Bob Loeffler to discuss the establishment of an 501(c)3 as a
vehicle for obtaining foundation funding for the Greenway and other projects. She stated that
other Open Space programs have similar foundations. She noted that Bob Loeffler will do the
paperwork and, as a next step, we need to identify a few key people who can serve on the
board. The plan is to start with a very small Board to get the organization started and then it will
be expanded. She asked the OSC to provide suggestions of people who have good connections
and people skills. She noted that we are not looking for people to do grant writing and other
tasks that will be done by Martha Tableman and OSC members. Martha Tableman asked for
folks to provide many names as we will maintain the list generated and will use it for additional
names when the Board is expanded.
Clear Creek Watershed Festival – OSC participated in this event along with several other
County departments. We gave children a chance to fish in a small pool for magnetic fish. The
activity was a great success and OSC members spoke with parents about the Open Space Program while the kids fished.
Colorado Open Space Alliance (COSA) Conference - In September, Marion Jennings and
Martha Tableman attended the COSA Conference in Steamboat Springs. Both received scholarships to attend this event. It provided an opportunity for OSC to learn about specific management and acquisition issues from others in the Open Space arena.
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Ongoing and Upcoming Activities
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) Projects – OSC is working with VOC on three trail projects for the summer of 2013. VOC is very excited about these one day projects which will improve the trail network in Clear Creek County. One is rebuilding the trail around Tunnel 6 and
creating Creek access points. Another is improving the trail on Floyd Hill into Beaver Brook
Watershed. The third is clearing vegetation, building steps to the newly constructed Rutherford
Bridge, and Creek access points along the Rutherford Trail which follows a wagon road that
goes from Third Street in Georgetown up to Silverdale.
Guanella Pass Road/Silverdale Area – With the acquisition of the Sterett and Oakley Claims as
well as management responsibilities for the former BLM lands at the junction of Guanella Pass
and Waldorf Roads, the OSC is planning to seek a $75,000 planning grant from GOCO to
identify options for managing recreation use. The area is currently heavily used for dispersed
camping and resource damage is occurring.
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