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Mission Statement
The mission of the Clear Creek County Open Space Commission is to preserve and maintain the county’s
unique character and natural environment by protecting our streams, woodlands, meadows, wildlife
habitat, recreational opportunities, prominent vistas, geologic features and cultural resources to
enhance the quality of life for residents and the enjoyment of the out-of-doors for residents and visitors.

Goals Met from 2009
Four large projects were accomplished last year with great success.
Wildland Restoration volunteers and Colorado Natural Areas Program
joined the Clear Creek Open Space Commission to plan and implement a
restoration project at Geneva Basin Iron Fens. The transfer of 900+
acres in the Beaver Brook Watershed to the United States Forest Service
was completed in 2009. The construction of the first white water park in
Clear Creek County located above Lawson was finished in October. The
purchase of the Oxbow Parcel in Clear Creek Canyon occurred in
December.

GOALS FOR 2010

1. Complete the planning application for the Oxbow Property.
2. Jumpstart the legacy project with Jefferson and Gilpin Counties.
3. Complete the purchase of the 119 acre property on I-70.
4. Continue to develop the WWP with cooperation between rafters,
kayakers and people.
5. Monitor and assess use of Open Space properties.
6. Update the County website.
7. Cooperate with weed management on Open Space Properties
8. Supervise and continue management of recycling throughout the
county

PLANNING

Clear Creek Canyon Legacy Grant Concept
Smoky Anderson attended the opening part of the recent America’s Great Outdoor “listening
session” held in Golden. During a panel discussion led by US Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar, the
Secretary challenged Lise Annenberg, the Director of GOCO, to tell him how the Clear Creek
waterway and its constituencies could make the path along this waterway a reality. She said that the
solution lay in getting the parties together to decide what they wanted and then get a Legacy Grant
for the multiyear project. OSC discussed this at their August meeting and have been in contact with
Jefferson County Open Space to explore the potential of submitting a multi-jurisdictional grant
application to GOCO.
OSC worked with the Mapping Department to prepare a map that shows the current status of the
Greenway (i.e., what pieces are in place). The Greenway map is accessible on the County website
through a link on the Open Space page.

MANAGEMENT
Oxbow Parcel

In April the Open Space Commission had a site visit with several stakeholders from The Access
Fund and others from the Denver area involved in climbing. The purpose of the site visit was to
learn about their needs on the Oxbow Parcel, specifically associated with the Cat Slab, and to
encourage them to be involved in the planning process as it unfolds.
On June 17th, OSC learned that it is the recipient of a $56,400 Planning Grant from Great Outdoors
Colorado. With our matching funds of $17,750, the grant will enable OSC to hire a consultant to
help us plan the various elements of the Oxbow (e.g. parking area, trail placement).
In the last quarter of 2010, Open Space advertised and received bids for the Oxbow Parcel Site
Plan. Eleven bids were received and reviewed by a subcommittee of the OSC. Two finalists were
invited to present to the committee and Wenk & Associates received the contract. The BOCC
approved this choice in December and planning will start in January.
On July 22, Larry White brought his two llamas to the Oxbow property to help carry out trash that
has been there for many years. He was joined by Frank Young and Marion Jennings. As shown in
the photograph below, they successfully removed significant amounts of trash.

As a part of GOCO’s due diligence requirements for the purchase of the parcel, a small oil spill,
about the size of a large pizza, was found near the west entrance to the property. The source of the
oil was a tractor parked on the site for many years. Pete Helseth cleaned up and properly disposed
of the oil and contaminated soil.
Lawson Whitewater Park

The Grand Opening Park was held in May. Many people attended from all areas of the County.
Demonstrations in the creek, sandwiches donated from Two Brother’s Deli, soda from the Clear
Creek Economic Development Corporation and speeches from County officials made the event a
success. Despite the closure of Lawson Bridge, the park was used by a significant number of
people. We are looking forward to measuring the use of the park this year with the bridge open.
The Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation District is handling the maintenance. The final paperwork
for termination of the Stormwater Discharge Permit has been submitted since construction is
completed and the area has been stabilized. Through spring and summer, we watered all the
plants planted among the rocks and monitored them for survival. So far, it is looking good.
As the water levels rose this spring and kayakers took to the streams, there was some discontent
voiced in emails and on Mountain Buzz, the kayakers’ blog, where they monitor water levels and
other boating- related matters. Specifically, concern was expressed about the Lawson Hole. While
work was not done on the Hole, apparently upstream work seems to have affected how water
flowed through the Hole. Recreation Engineering and Planning was aware of the concerns being
voiced and monitored the situation to determine if there was a problem and considered ways to
remedy it.
On July 21, at our request, Left Hand Excavating brought a track excavator back to the WWP and
removed the boulder that seemed to be altering the water flow into the Lawson Hole. The boulder
was placed in the center of the Creek. The Hole is really prime when the creek is flowing at 300 500 cfs. As flows were already down around 200 cfs, We will not know for sure how the alteration
works until the flow gets that high again next spring. REP also posted these facts to MountainBuzz
to let those concerned about the changes know that an effort has been taken to address the issue.
Larry White visited the Whitewater Park in late summer and discovered Koicha, a weed, growing
near the changing room structure. He double checked his identification of the plant and notified Ted

Brown of his discovery. Ted confirmed the weed identification and immediately treated the patch.
The treatment should keep the weed from spreading. It is thought that the weed seed came in with
topsoil that was applied at the site.

Geneva Basin Iron Fen

Dave Bathke, the steward for the Fen, visited the area on June 16th to conduct his annual
monitoring. Because our gate had been damaged, he was unable to get past it, which meant that
monitoring was delayed. All were interested in seeing how well the restoration and rehabilitation
efforts undertaken last summer had done.
Pete Helseth went to the Fen in mid July to determine the extent of the damage and found that one
arm of the gate had been bent. He took the damaged arm to C&C Welding along with the necessary
steel and they made a replacement arm. Pete then returned to the Fen to repair the gate. While
there, he also removed some downed trees from the access road leading up to the area. We will
continue to monitor the situation.
One of the Wildlands Restoration Volunteers staff attempted to visit the Fen during late summer.
She reported gunfire and questioned whether it is allowed in the Fen or not and whether new
access points for motorized access have been established. In response to her first question, we
have determined that shooting is not prohibited and would be very difficult to enforce. On her
second question, a site visit will be needed to determine if new trails have been established.
The annual stewardship visit by Dave Bathke was completed in August and a report submitted. He
found the following which indicate that the Fen is in good shape and that the re-vegetation last
efforts last summer are doing well:
1. No weeds/non-native plants observed in the rehabilitated/re-vegetated areas.
2. There was abundant flowing water. No water running down the 4-wheel drive roads.
3. Riparian areas looked very healthy. There appears to be no vehicular traffic in the
limonite areas. A few cow patties from cattle grazing in the area.
4. Area looks very healthy. Area looks more natural that I have ever seen it. There are
no vehicle tracks from the recent summer.
5. The Wildlands Restoration Volunteers performed rehab project one year ago, and it
appears to be very successful. It has kept out the errant, abusive drivers. As a result,
water is flowing in sheet fashion in the limonite areas.

Annual Conservation Easement Monitoring

OSC has a number of properties that have conservation easements on them. Yearly monitoring is
required. In August, Mountain Area Land Trust (MALT) conducted the monitoring for the Elmgreen
Homestead. No problems were identified. MALT also reviewed the status of Beaver Brook
Watershed and found nothing of concern. Historic Georgetown, with assistance from Frank Young,
made monitoring visits to five claims in the Georgetown area and found them to be in good
condition.
Beaver Brook Watershed

The boys from Rite of Passage continue to help OSC with construction of a trail in the watershed off
of Saddle Ridge Drive. Twelve boys worked on the trail on June 16th. They installed log segments
in what's called an armor design to improve footing and reduce erosion. A few weeks later, they
completed the work on this part of the trail. More log segments were prepared than have been used
so far, so we'll ask them to continue the work farther on up the trail in future summers. This project
has involved a significant amount of time and effort from the boys. It could not have been completed
without their assistance.
A neighbor of the Watershed contacted OSC about the construction of a mountain bike obstacle
course near Beaver Brook Canyon Road. He was wondering if it was an approved activity. Pete
Helseth visited the area and found log structures, mounded dirt, and other structures which can be
jumped. OSC will dismantle the course and place a sign indicating the “rules” nearby to let users
know that such activities are unacceptable.
Philadelphia Mill Site

During 2010, the required historical assessment was completed and sent to the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) for their review. The assessment found nothing of significance. SHPO
reviewed the document and granted a clearance. The funding application was then sent to the US
Fish and Wildlife Service for approval. At year’s end, a subcontract had been sent to OSC for
review. It is anticipated that construction will occur in 2011.
Weed Assessment of Oxbow and Saxon Mountain

During the summer 2010, Larry White visited several Open Space properties to determine the
occurrence of noxious weeds. He documented significant infestations of several species, including
Chinese Clematis, along and near the historic railroad bed in the Oxbow property. Subsequently,
he and Frank Young inventoried conditions along the Saxon Mountain Road, Alps Mountain, and
some adjacent County and Forest Service properties. They observed a few stands of noxious
weeds at lower elevations along the Saxon Mountain and Trail Creek Roads. However, they found
no noxious weeds at higher elevations in and around the area of Saxon and Alps Mountains. Later

in the summer Larry observed a few weeds in the vegetation restoration area at Lawson Whitewater
Park.
Larry prepared reports documenting the weed species observed, estimated relative abundance,
and GPS locations and submitted it to OSC and Ted Brown, the Country Weed Coordinator. Based
on the inventories, we recommended that the County should attempt to eradicate and control the
further spread of noxious weeds. The aforementioned areas should be included in the County
Weed Department spraying and monitoring program. The OSC is also considering organizing an
annual volunteer weed pull in the Oxbow.

LAND ACQUISITION
Silver Plume Claims

OSC worked with the Town of Silver Plume to acquire 24 acres located within the Silver Plume
Mountain Park on the north side of Leavenworth Mountain. The Town successfully received a grant
from GOCO to purchase the land. The purchase was completed in the fall of 2010.
Letters for Donations

In an effort to consolidate holdings within the area called the “SheepKeep”, letters were sent to
several owners of property that borders current Open Space lands or are located in crucial sheep
habitat. The letters asked the property owners to either donate or sell their claims at value to the
County. Several owners have contacted the County and are interested in participating in this
project. Further negotiations will continue in 2011.

Other
Lawson Trust Fund

OSC is attending the discussions to determine how these funds should be spent to see if we can be
of assistance to the community.
RAWS Weather Station

OSC is working with the Sheriff’s Office to site a weather station on OSC lands north of I70 near
Dumont. The weather station has been built and is being monitored by both Open Space members
and the Sheriff’s office.
Evergreen Earth Day Fair

OSC had a booth at the Fair last spring. Many people attended and we received questions about
the future of Beaver Brook Watershed and informed many people about the Grand Opening of the
Lawson White Water Park

Alcoa Bin Grant

OSC submitted another application for recycling bins as a follow up to our successful effort with the
Coca-Cola bin grant last year. The bins this year are smaller and will fit under desks. We were
awarded 140 of them, and they have been distributed within the community to public buildings,
businesses, and residents expressing interest. The single largest recipient of these bins was Clear
Creek High School. Bins are now located in most classrooms and all public areas of CCHS.
Coupled with new Single Stream Recycling service by EDS, the High School's recycling rate has
gone from roughly 10% to 90% in the past two years, and the School District reports that doing so
has saved them money; they plan to expand the program to our Elementary Schools. Rite of
Passage has agreed to service the additional bins that were placed at businesses; they take the
recycled materials to the County Transfer Station in Idaho Springs.
Floyd Hill Community Wildfire Protection Plan/ Potential Funds for Fuel Reduction
Pete Helseth has been participating in the effort to develop a Community Wildfire Protection Plan on
Floyd Hill. In support of that effort, OSC is planning to submit a grant application to the Colorado
State Forest Service for funds to address fuel reduction on Beaver Brook lands still managed by
Open Space. As a part of those discussions, the emergency egress route through the US Forest
Service portion of BBW has been resolved by Bob Loeffler. Working with USFS, an access
easement has finally been recorded. Now that it has, the maintenance near the Pat Creek gate that
got rained out early last fall could be completed. The egress route is boggy there and needs another
day of Road and Bridge's time when things dry out this summer.
EMERGE

OSC attended the May 6th meeting to present an overview of Clear Creek County’s Open Space
Program. Specific attention was given to the Oxbow Parcel and the upcoming opening of the
Lawson Whitewater Park.
Open Space Commission Web Site

Now that the Whitewater Park is open, it seemed timely to update the OSC web site. Initial efforts
are underway. The website has now been updated including a new map of the Greenway project, a
list of current properties, and a description of projects completed this year.
Clear Creek Watershed Festival

OSC participated in the Festival. In addition to educating visitors about OSC’s efforts, it also
provided an opportunity to distribute recycling containers. OSC has successfully placed 200 of bins
around Clear Creek County.

