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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Clear Creek County Public Health is delighted to share the 2018-2022 Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP),
formed in collaboration with community partners.
The Public Health Act, signed into law in 2008, mandates that each local health agency develop its own Community
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) based on community health assessments conducted every 5 years. These assessments
and plans are to be developed and implemented by community stakeholders. The entire process is called Colorado
Health Assessment and Planning System (CHAPS).
The Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health Department (CCCPEH) launched its health assessment process
in 2009 and repeated the process in 2013. The most recent assessment and planning cycle began in 2016-17 with a
three-part health assessment (Phase III) that was completed at the end of 2017. A capacity assessment (Phase IV) and
prioritization process (Phase V) were completed early in 2018. Community members provided input into the CHIP
through presentations of data, focus groups and were provided the opportunity to prioritize the health needs of Clear
Creek County. The 2018 CHIP describes the results, conclusions and action plans derived from these activities.
The most prominent health concerns and priorities for this current cycle of assessment and planning were determined
to be:
1. Youth Mental Health
2. Youth Substance Abuse
3. Access to Care
This plan is a guide for health improvement in Clear Creek County. Implementing this plan will unify community partners
to systematically address prioritized health issues with the ultimate goal of improving local health outcomes.

Submitted with a dedication for the health of Clear Creek County,

Cindy Dicken
Division Director
Clear Creek County
Department of Health and Human Services
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CLEAR CREEK COUNTY PROFILE AND DEMOGRAPHICS
Clear Creek County, Colorado is located in the mountains approximately 30 miles west of the Denver metropolitan area
with a history rich in mining that now is home to numerous outdoor tourist attractions and home to 9,574 residents.₁
The County encompasses approximately 400 sq. miles bordering both Gilpin and Jefferson Counties with elevations of
between 7,500 – 14,000 feet. Major employers in the county include Climax-Molybdenum (Henderson Mine), Clear
Creek County Government, Clear Creek RE-1 School District, Clear Creek Skiing Corp, and Loveland Ski Area. Clear Creek
County has the below identified inequities important to understanding the unique challenges facing this community:
Income Disparities
Demographic segmentation, income inequities, a seasonal/temporary workforce, lack of access to health
services, and an aging population are factors that directly impact the health of Clear Creek County residents.
The population of the eastern portion, comprised of Floyd Hill and Upper Bear Creek unincorporated Census
Designated Places (CDPs), is roughly 2,100 based on the most recent data. This places the population for the
western portion of the county at about 7,400. Since fewer residents live in the eastern portion of the county,
the higher income levels in that region skew the overall county median income of $68,536.₁

Lack of Access to Health Services

Mental Health
Providers: Ratio of
population per one
mental health care
provider

Colorado

Primary Care
Physicians: Ratio of
population per one
primary care physician

Clear Creek County

0

2,000

4,000
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Source: County Health Rankings and Roadmaps, 2019
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PROGRESS ON PREVIOUS CHIP PRIORITIES
A. Access to Transportation Service
With the introduction of the “Prospector” local bus route and the Idaho Springs Bustang stop in 2017, this issue
has mostly been addressed and has been removed as a priority.
B. Health Provider Access and Availability
The health assessment included in the current CHAPS cycle indicated that access to care remains a priority. This
priority was addressed during the previous plan through the opening of a local primary care clinic in Idaho
Springs in 2017. In partnership with Centura Health, the county now has two primary care physicians addressing
the access to health care needs in the community and is working toward establishment of a larger health care
facility that would allow for an integrated model of care.
C. Chronic Disease Prevention
Clear Creek County has addressed this priority by continuing to offer injury prevention classes like Stepping On
(offered through partnership with Centura Health St. Anthony Hospital and the Regional Emergency Medical and
Trauma Council), cancer prevention and screening activities, as well as the National Diabetes Prevention
Program (NDPP) to prevent the onset of type-2 diabetes in individuals diagnosed with prediabetes. The
percentage of Clear Creek County adults with diabetes has decreased from 10% in 2015 to 7.8% in 2018.
D. Mental Health and Substance Misuse
Improving mental health and preventing substance misuse remains a priority into the current CHAPS cycle. We
are making an effort to employ innovative strategies to address this ongoing priority. The county was offered a
funding opportunity to implement the international evidence-based prevention process, Communities That Care
(CTC) focused primarily on youth substance misuse through the reduction of risk factors and enhancement of
protective factors. Current data reflects concern for both middle school and high school age youth, while
Colorado Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) data reflect adults in the county doing better than
the state and same as the region.
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HEALTH AND CAPACITY ASSESSMENT SUMMARY
The development of Clear Creek County’s Community Health Improvement plan follows the process developed and in
alignment with the Public Health Act’s requirements for CHAPS.

Plan the
Process

Inform State
Plan

Engage
Stakeholders

CHAPS
Implement,
Promote &
Monitor Plan

5 Year

County Health
Assessment

Cycle

Capacity
Assessment

Develop CHIP

Prioritize
Health Needs

The county engaged the community, forming a CHAPS board, with members ranging in backgrounds serving the overall
health and safety of our community including: civic leaders, community members, health care including mental health
and first responders. This board was given a presentation of current data and existing resources thus informing the
prioritization process. In addition to the CHAPS board, focus groups and in-depth interviews were facilitated and
additional community members/and or organizations were invited to address community capacity on top issues
identified, via input on a survey.
Through input from the community and stakeholders, the following priority issues were identified through health and
capacity assessment:

Youth Mental Health
Youth Substance Abuse
Access to Care
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Health and Capacity Assessment Summary
After identifying the prominent health issues in Clear Creek County, a survey was
designed to measure both the interest in each issue, as well as the ability
(individually or organizationally) to contribute in a physical sense to efforts to
address each issue.
In December 2017, this Capacity Assessment Survey was sent to representatives
from 50 diverse entities across Clear Creek County, including government and law
enforcement, youth-serving organizations, senior support agencies, healthcare
providers, local businesses, and more. This survey sought feedback on level of
interest and community capacity to address mental health and youth substance
abuse with a large percentage of respondents also recognizing opportunity
surrounding neighborhood attachment and community organization.
The survey boasted a 50% response rate. The tables below display a summary of
responders’ levels of interest and capacity for each health issue, with the top three
priorities rankings displayed below:
Improve
Mental Health

45.83%

and partnerships with civil
society are increasingly

indispensable, there is
Not
Interested
Slightly
Interested
Moderately
Interested
Very
Interested
Extremely
Interested

38.1%

community involvement

being recognized as

Prevent Youth
Substance Use
Not
Interested
Slightly
Interested
Moderately
Interested
Very
Interested
Extremely
Interested

“In an age where

clearly a growing
potential for cooperative
development and renewal
worldwide.”
-

Kofi Annan

Improve Neighborhood Attachment
& Community Organization

38.1%

Not
Interested
Slightly
Interested
Moderately
Interested
Very
Interested
Extremely
Interested
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HEALTH PRIORITY: YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH

Mental Health: a state of well-being. Mental health is defined as a state of well-being in
which every individual realizes his or her own potential, can cope with the normal stresses
of life, can work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to their
community. (3)
The Healthy Kids Colorado Survey (HKCS) 2017 data indicates a high level of concern for both Clear Creek middle school
and high school students for rates of both those who have thought of suicide and/or made a plan, this is shown on the
table below (12):

During the past 12 months,
did you ever make a plan
about how you would
attempt suicide? Replied
YES

Have you ever made a
plan about how you
would kill yourself?
Replied YES

Have you ever seriously
thought about killing
yourself? Replied YES

Colorado (MS)
Middle School (MS)

During the past 12 months,
did you ever seriously
consider attempting suicide?
Replied YES

Colorado (HS)
High School (HS)

During the past 12 months,
didi you ever feel so sad or
hopeless almost every day
for two weeks or more in a
row that you stopped doing
some usual activities.
Replied YES

During the past 12
months, didi you ever feel
so sad or hopeless almost
every day for two weeks
or more in a row that you
stopped doing some usual
activities. Replied YES

0

20

0

40

20

40

60

The largest population of concern, demonstrated by data assessment in the county, is Middle School and High School
youth, thus placing focus of the CHIP on youth. The adults in the county ages 18+ are reportedly doing better than the
state and in line with the region, shown below (7):

4

Average # of days in the past 30 days when their mental health
was not good (adults aged 18+ yrs)

3

Average # of days in the past 30
days when their mental health
was not good (adults aged 18+
yrs)

2
1
0

Clear Creek

Region

Colorado
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HEALTH PRIORITY: YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH
The number of poor mental health days is just one indicator, when assessing the
suicide data for the county’s region 17, the largest rate for suicide deaths is
occurring in adults ages 19-24. Rates of suicide emergency department visits
along with suicide deaths are higher than the state. (8) With youth (ages 10-24)

Suicide Deaths
(Region 17)
Colorado
Region 17

500

0

400

Suicide Emergency
Department Visits Female

300

100
0

20

30

40

Suicide Emergency Department
Visits
(Region 17)

Suicide Emergency
Department Visits Male

200

10

Colorado
Region 17

10 to 18 19 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64

65+

55

60

65

70

demonstrating highest concern, the county can focus on strategies to improve the
mental health of the next group of young adults. The table above shows the highest degree of concern for ages 10-24, all
shown rates for the region per 100,000: (8)

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO IMPROVE YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH IN CLEAR CREEK COUNTY?
The county hopes to see improvement of suicide rates and rates of suicide related emergency department visits in
upcoming years. In addition, our community indicated on the capacity assessment survey, a high level of both interest
and capacity toward improving neighborhood attachment and community
organization, research shows that emphasis on self-determination,
collective action and empowerment within the Community Development
Social Offerings — Places for people to
approach inspires hope and recovery from mental distress.(9) The Soul of
meet each other and the feeling that
the
Communities (SOTC) survey was led by Gallup over a period of 3people in the community care about each
years, examining 26 different communities across the country. Results of
other
the survey showed that respondents ranked the following components to
Openness — How welcoming the
the highest level of community attachment, in order of ranking: social
community is to different types of people,
offerings,
openness and aesthetics. (10) Effective prevention requires
including families with young children,
intervening
to address risk and protective factors in a variety of social
minorities, and talented college graduates
ecological domains. (11)
Aesthetics — The physical beauty of the
community including the availability of
parks and green spaces (10)

In addition to increasing
youth attachment to
community, opportunity
to address bullying through prosocial activities, specifically in middle
school aged youth was demonstrated via the 2017 HKCS data, shown in
table to right: (12)
Increased accessibility to mental health, as a component of whole
person health is also addressed within the county’s priority, Access to
Care.

Ever been bullied on school
property (Middle School)
80.00%
60.00%
40.00%
20.00%
0.00%

Clear Creek

Colorado
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ACTION PLAN: YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH
Goal: Residents of Clear Creek County will be aware of services and resources to promote mental health
through increased value of connection and attachment to community
Objective 1: Increase awareness and accessibility of members of our community to obtain mental health service
Baseline: Mental Health care services are provided through JCMH, however, space, capacity and options for different care
options are limited
Target: School aged children and adults in community influencing youth
Community Partners: Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health, Jefferson Center for Mental Health, Clear Creek
County Health and Human Services, Clear Creek County School District RE-1, Mountain Youth Network, Lean In 1220, Clear
Creek County Public Library, Clear Creek Rock House, Centura Health
Action Steps

Identify leading partners

Current State

Outcome Measurement

Timeline

In progress

Key lead partners identified

2019

Not yet started

Survey completed

2019, 2020

Not yet started, initial discussion
started

Evidenced based strategy completed

2020

Not yet started

Strategy implements across diverse avenues
in community

2020

Develop plan for unmet need(s), if
identified in survey

Not yet started

Plan developed, utilizing best practices

2020, 2021

Identify/secure funding, capacity,
space to address unmet need(s)

Not yet started

funding, capacity and space secured

2021, 2022

Implement plan for unmet need(s)

Not yet started

Plan is addressing unmet need(s)

2022

Conduct survey measuring
awareness of services & unmet need
Develop strategy for increased
awareness & addressing unmet
need
Implement increased awareness
strategy

Objective 2: Leverage existing Mountain Youth Network (MYN) to improve prosocial skills and opportunities, resiliency and
confidence of Middle School and High School youth
Baseline: MYN has started expanding from high school to middle school and youth have started additional prosocial
opportunities through TREK Teen Council such as journalism, marketing and design, community mapping projects, media
campaigns and outdoor leadership activities for youth in the county
Target: Middle school and high school aged youth and adults influencing this population
Community Partners: Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health, Clear Creek County School District RE-1,
Mountain Youth Network, Clear Creek County Public Library, Clear Creek Rock House

Action Steps

Current State

Outcome Measurement

Timeline

Identify key partners

Completed

Key leaders and partners identified and
actively participating

2018, 2019

Assess readiness for MS youth participation

Initial 2019 MS MYN efforts show high level
of interest

Over 40% of MS youth have signed up to
participate in MYN

2019, 2020

Identify & Secure funding to continue
expansion efforts

In progress, sources identified

Funding secured for expanstion & capacity
to meet need

2019, 2020, 2021, 2022

Continue expansion efforts

In progress, and capacity pending funding

Continued high level of participation by both
HS and MS MYN youth

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022

Establish susstainability plan

Initial planning started

Sustainability plan established and proposed
to county leaders

2020, 2021

Continued evaluation and assessment

Ongoing

Focused efforts are meeting the emerging
and fluid need of youth in community

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022

10

ACTION PLAN: YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH
Objective 3: Improve community connectedness and attachment through increased avenues for networking and
investment in community
Baseline: The County sees a high rate of short term workforce and transient population, due in part to the heavily
influencing tourism industry. There are multiple community events throughout the year and there is room for growth
surrounding engaging, ongoing opportunities for parents and adults influencing youth to develop meaningful connection
and support
Target: Parents, guardians and adults of influence for school aged youth
Community Partners: Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health, Jefferson Center for Mental Health, Clear Creek
County Health and Human Services, Clear Creek County School District RE-1, Mountain Youth Network, Lean In 1220, Clear
Creek County Public Library, Clear Creek Rock House
Action Steps
Identify leads for community
attachment committee or consider
as part of board of health
Create county plan with alignment
across entities such as school
district, city/county planning, MYN,
and community based organizations
Identify existing avenues for plan
implementation to increase
networking and connection for
parents or adults influencing youth
Continued assessment and
evaluation

Current State

Outcome Measurement

Timeline

Not yet started

Committee or board esatblished or
integrated into existing entity

2019, 2020

Not yet started, look for alignment
with existing county entity plans

Aligned plan completed

2020

Not yet started

Implementing best practice networking and
connection stratiges

2020, 2021, 2022

Not yet started

Neighborhood attachment scores biannually

2019, 2020, 2021, 2022
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HEALTH PRIORITY: YOUTH SUBSTANCE ABUSE
Substance abuse and problematic patterns of substance use among youth can lead to problems at school, cause or
aggravate physical and mental health-related issues, promote poor peer relationships, cause motor vehicle accidents and
place stress on the family. They can develop into lifelong issues such as substance dependence, chronic health problems,
and social and financial consequences. (4)
Vaping has emerged as a
large concern within the county based on
data from the HKCS 2017. Additionally,
alcohol and marijuana use are elevated
compared to the state and prescription
drug use is higher than state data for
middle school students.
Favorable attitudes of the county’s high
school students toward alcohol,

Favorable attitudes toward
substance use
55
50

Vaping – Clear Creek

Middle
School
(22.8% of
students)

High
School
(46.4% of
students)

marijuana and prescription drugs (without a doctor’s order) are also
reported higher based on the HKCS 2017 survey data when compared to
both state and HSR-17. The CDC is addressing youth substance use,
reporting that the majority of adults who meet the criteria for having a
substance use disorder started using substances during their teen and
young adult years. (5)

45
40

High School HSR-17 (HS
only)

Colorado

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO PREVENT YOUTH SUBSTANCE ABUSE IN CLEAR CREEK COUNTY?
Through expanding the current CTC model and emphasis on instillation of positive protective factors within our
community focused on Middle School and High School aged youth, positive reflections of these efforts are anticipated in
youth favorable attitudes towards substance use as well percentage of youth using illicit substances. Clear Creek County
has begun planning for increased capacity of CTC to target Middle School as well as High School aged youth. The
evidenced based online program Second Chance Tobacco (14) has also recently been implemented in both Middle and
High Schools in the county and is inclusive of youth struggling with vaping. Continuing a vaping task force, started by
youth involved in CTC, provides peer to peer support and increased education through multiple presentations
throughout the community. In addition, initiation of further exploration into municipalities in the state that have
changed local policy, preventing ease of access and marketing of vaping devices and products to youth. Efforts to
address neighborhood attachment, is identified as an area of extreme interest from the capacity assessment. Research
has shown potential public health benefits of integrating promotion of community attachments with substance use
prevention. (13) Neighborhood attachment was also addressed in this CHIP in further detail under the youth mental
health priority.
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ACTION PLAN: YOUTH SUBSTANCE ABUSE
Goal: Decrease favorable attitudes of youth toward substance abuse
Objective 1: Provide prosocial activities promoting neighborhood attachment and peer to peer opportunities for
investment in community
Current State: MYN is currently offering multiple avenues for prosocial youth engagement, along with youth driven peer
groups such as the Vaping Taskforce. Increased capacity is needed to continue to expand MYN to Middle School and
continued growing engagement.
Target: School aged youth
Community Partners: Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health, Clear Creek County Health and Human
Services, Clear Creek County School District RE-1, Mountain Youth Network, Clear Creek County Public Library, Clear Creek
Rock House
Action Steps

Current State

Outcome Measurement

Timeline

Establish youth driven task force or expand
upon existing group

MYN has existing groups with TREK and
vaping task force

Multiple ongoing opportunities for prosocial
involvement for youth,engagement
increasing

2018

Youth created vision for county

Youth have created branding and vision

Goals created

2018,2019

Action plan to established to address youth
vision

TREK and Vaping Taskforce have action plan

Youth driven prosocial groups/taskforce
established with increasing engagement

2018, 2019

Implement plan in alignment with county
boards & committees

In progress, groups have presented to city
and county leaders along with multiple
awareness efforts.

Continued assessment and evaluation

Ongoing

County leaders are aware and engaged in
youth led groups/taskforce
Decrease in substance use and increase in
sense of neighborhood
attachment/organization, assessed
biannually

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022

Objective 2: Increase awareness of risks involved with substance use through positive messaging, placing focus on the
number of youth not using substances
Current State: Currently, focus of youth substance use data has been on the percentage of youth using substances,
highlighting the negatives of our community versus celebrating the positive higher percentage of youth who are not using
substances.
Target: School aged youth, placing emphasis on multi-tiered approach with early positive focused prevention messaging.
Community Partners: Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health, Clear Creek County Health and Human
Services, Clear Creek County School District RE-1, Mountain Youth Network, Clear Creek County Public Library, Clear Creek
Rock House
Action Steps
Seek youth vision through focus
groups or existing groups for
positive messaging campaign
Establish positive messaging
campaign plan, encourage youth
leadership
Idenitify funding needs, secure
funding (if applicable)

Current State

Outcome Measurement

Timeline

Not yet started

Youth input obtained toward
positive messaging campaign

2019

Not yet started

Positive messaging campaign plan
established with youth leadership or
involvement

2020

Not yet started

Finding idendified and secured (if
applicable)

2020

Implement campaign

Not yet started

Campaign implemented and
changing practice/communication

2020, 2021, 2022

Ongoing assessment

Not yet started

Decrease in youth substance use
and favorable attitudes, measured
biannually

2019, 2020, 2021, 2022
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HEALTH PRIORITY: ACCESS TO CARE
Access to healthcare remains a priority as the community works toward the
goal of establishing an integrated healthcare model housed in a new
medical facility.
The county celebrated the opening of the current primary care clinic in
Idaho Springs in 2017, and has quickly demonstrated a need for increased
space and capacity, surpassing estimated pro forma number of patient
visits by nearly 30 percent in the first year of opening.

Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being
and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. The enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental
rights of every human being without distinction of race, religion,
political belief, economic or social condition. (3)

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO CARE?
The county is making strides toward the development of a Collaborative
Health Center (CHC), through existing partnerships with Centura Health
and Jefferson Center for Mental Health, our community will be able to
access whole person care in one physical location. In addition, the current
projected plans for the CHC will also house Clear Creek County Public and
Human Health services including: WIC, Healthy Communities, Vaccines for
Children, Communities that Care, Child Care Eligibility, Medicaid
Enrollments, SNAP, TANF, Adult Eligibility Programs, and other Public
Health CORE Services.

In rural areas, lack of
access to adequate
care can be a matter
of life and death.
Transforming rural
health requires
creative place-based
solutions and a
commitment to
fostering local
leadership.(6)
Melissa Bosworth

A new CHC site has been purchased by the county, serving residents in an
accessible site located in Idaho Springs, the largest municipality in Clear
Creek County. This site boasts new sidewalks, local public transit and close
proximity to other core locations such as the grocery store, library, post
office, parks and elementary school.
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ACTION PLAN: ACCESS TO CARE
Goal: Provide accessible integrated services meeting social, mental and physical health needs providing whole
person care to those served in the community
Objective: Increase capacity and accessibility of members of our community to obtain whole person health services
Current State: Primary Care clinic that was opened in 2017 through partnership with Centura Health does not have the
space to address additional capacity. Funding for the new CHC is currently in actively in progress.
Target: Individuals in county that have unmet social, mental and/or physical health needs.
Community Partners: Centura Health, Jefferson Center for Mental Health, Clear Creek Department of Human Services,
Clear Creek County Departments of Public and Environmental Health along with additional Behavioral Health service
providers
Action Steps

Current State

Outcome Measurement

Timeline

Identify stakeholders and/or partnerships

Stakeholders have been identified

All parties identified and working toward
outcome

2018, 2019

Identify & obtain Funding

Currently in progress

Funding secured

2018, 2019, 2020

Location

Location has been identified and purchased
by the county

Location has been chosen & physical space
ready for opening CHC

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

Staffing

In progress

Additional needed staff identified and
positions needed for all integrative health
care positions

2020, 2021

Opening CHC

Not yet started

CHC opened and fully serving community

2021

Ongling assessment impact of CHC

Not yet started

Increase of number served and community
member satisfaction

2021, 2022+

6000

Community Resource Center Social &
Human Services 2018

5000
4000
3000

2017
2018

2000

Enrollment in
Community
Resource Center
Services (persons
served)
Clear Creek Total
Population (6)

1000
0

20.6%

Primary Care clinic visits Idaho Jefferson Center for Mental Health
Springs (physical health)
(JCMH) services (mental health)*
*JCMH data for persons served residing in Clear Creek County and does not
include services provided in county jail
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CONCLUSION
The implementation of the Clear Creek County Public Health CHIP will be overseen by the Public Health Director.
Additionally, the County hopes to see the rejuvenation of the interdisciplinary Board of Health to allow for additional
accountability.
As referenced in the plan, the successful and quickly expanding Mountain Youth Network (CTC) brings strength to the
community as well as a robust group of engaged adults and youth. County government and planners have also
demonstrated dedication to improving factors associated with neighborhood attachment, as well as addressing social
determinant of health needs such as housing with multiple low income housing units currently underway.
The CHIP goals and objectives may be updated as a reflection of ongoing assessment, outcomes or emerging need. The
unique demographics, economy heavily influenced by tourism, seasonal employment opportunities and dispersed
inequitable population create many challenges to the community. Despite these challenges, Clear Creek County is a
community of strength, perseverance and ability to demonstrate outcomes that will influence the many generations to
come.
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Appendix A
Capacity Assessment Summary
After identifying the prominent health issues in Clear Creek County, we assessed the community’s capacity to address
these issues. We utilized Survey Monkey to develop a web-based survey that could be distributed via email to our
diverse array of community partners. To take stock of community capacity, we designed the survey to measure both the
interest in each issue, as well as the ability (individually or organizationally) to contribute in a physical sense to efforts to
address each issue.
The survey included a pair of questions on each of the following topics: improving mental health services, preventing
substance use among youth, preventing/managing chronic disease (diabetes, respiratory disease, heart disease, cancer),
and improving neighborhood attachment/community organization for youth. Within each pair, question one asked the
respondent to rate their organization’s interest in a community-wide effort to improve the specific issue (on a 5-point
Likert scale from “not interested” to “extremely interested”). Question two then asked the respondent to select the
type(s) of support they would be willing and able to offer in terms of addressing the health issue in question one.
Answer choices included volunteers, participation in meetings/coalition/advisory group, transportation, meeting space,
food/incentives, outreach, issue-specific programming/services/trainings, youth involvement opportunities, and
material or financial support. Respondents were able to select multiple answer choices.
In December 2017, this Capacity Assessment Survey was sent to representatives from 50 diverse entities across Clear
Creek County, including government and law enforcement, youth-serving organizations, senior support agencies,
healthcare providers, local businesses, and more.
We were pleased to discover that the survey had a 50% response rate overall, with the eight health issue-related
questions each receiving at least 19 responses. The table below displays a summary of responders’ interest levels for
each health issue, with the issues ranking as follows:
1. Improving Mental Health (45.83% selected “extremely interested”)
2. Prevent Substance Use Among Youth; Improve Neighborhood Attachment/Community Organization (38.1% selected
“extremely interested” on both issues)
3. Prevent/Manage Chronic Disease (28.57% selected “extremely interested”)

18

Appendix A
Organizations invited to participate in Community Partners Survey for CHAPS Capacity Assessment:
Clear Creek County Board of County Commissioners / Board of Health
Clear Creek County Advocates
Clear Creek County Sherriff’s Office
Clear Creek County Public and Environmental Health (CCCPEH)
Clear Creek County Health & Human Services (CCCHHS)
Clear Creek County Mapping Department
Clear Creek County Library District
Clear Creek County Tourism
Clear Creek County Veterans Coalition
Clear Creek Emergency Medical Service (CCEMS)
Clear Creek Economic Development Corporation (CCEDC)
Clear Creek Fire Authority
Clear Creek Greenway Authority
Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation Center (CCMRD)
Clear Creek Rock House
Clear Creek School District
Clear Creek 2000 Rotary Club
Easter Seals Camp Rocky Mountain Village
CSU Extension / 4H
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Elks Lodge #607
Rite of Passage (Q-House)
Jefferson Center for Mental Health (JCMH)
Central Colorado Area Health Education Center (CCAHEC)
Senior Resource Center (SRC)
Mount Evans Home Health Care & Hospice
Idaho Springs Chamber of Commerce
City of Idaho Springs
City of Empire
Town of Georgetown
Centura Health Physicians Group (CHPG)
American Cancer Society (ACS)
St. Anthony Hospital
Foothills RETAC
Health Advisory Committee (HAC)
Consortium for Older Adult Wellness (COAW)
St Joseph Breast Care Center (Mobile Mammography)
Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE)
Gilpin County Public Health
Jefferson County Public Health (JCPH) – Tobacco Prevention Initiative
Scraps to Soil
KYGT (local radio station)
Clear Creek Courant
United Church
Young Life
Westbound & Down
Tommy Knocker Brewery
Main Street Restaurant
The Frothy Cup
Two Brothers Deli
Safeway
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